Preserve Your Suitable Disposal Areas: KNOW YOUR SETBACKS

A site evaluation is the first step in the process of obtaining a construction permit for an on-site sewage
disposal system. For alteration and repair permits, we often waive the fee, formality and some of the
restrictions of the site evaluation. Nevertheless, we also delineate an "approved disposal area" for every on-
site permit. Two separate areas may be designated for the initial and replacement systems, or a single large
disposal area may be designated for both. Sometimes site and soil conditions necessitate the approval of two
different types of systems for the initial and replacement areas. Alteration and repair permits may or may not
have a designated replacement area.

An on-site sewage disposal system should effectively do two things: Treat and dispose of septic tank effluent.
It's obvious when the disposal part isn't working, and we want to make sure the treatment part works to avoid
ground water pollution. An approved disposal area, for either the initial or replacement system, may not be
altered in any way that will impact the installation or the proper functioning of a disposal system. A system
must be installed in native, unaltered soil. Severe soil or site alteration may render an area unsuitable for
sewage disposal and void any previous site approvals. The two major problems we find are soil disturbances
and setback issues.

Oregon Administrative Rule 340-71-220(e) states that a site is only suitable for sewage disposal if it "... has not
been filled or the soil has not been modified in a way that would, in the opinion of the Agent, adversely affect
functioning of the system." Decisions about sites that have been disturbed must be made at the site and on a
case-by-case basis. To avoid problems, do not cut, level or fill the approved area. Felling trees and pulling up
stumps with big, heavy tractors on clayey soils in the winter rain is a recipe for voiding your approval. Laying a
driveway through the middle of your approved area will usually void your approval. Before making any
changes to the approved area, call us for consultation at (541) 967-3821.

Table 1 of Oregon Administrative Rule 340-71 lists all the necessary setbacks and is found on the other side of
this form. We designate approved areas based on the information supplied on the plot plan with the
application. If a feature that requires a setback, such as a neighbor's well, is not disclosed on the plot plan, the
required setback may later invalidate the approval. Any changes to the site, such as drilling a new well, must
adhere to the required setbacks or the approval may be voided. Different setbacks apply to different site and
soil conditions. If the setbacks that pertain to your site are unclear, call us for a consultation at (541)
967-3821, before making any changes near the approved area.

The following are some general setbacks. They are by no means all the setbacks that apply to your site.

Approved Tanks, sand filter,
Setbacks from: disposal area effluent line etc.
Wells (on or adjacent to property) 100 50'
Year round water bodies 100 50'
Seasonal water bodies 50' 50
Downslope cuts 50’ 25'
Water lines 10 10
Building foundations 10’ 5'
Underground utilities 10
Property lines 10' 5'

See the back side of this page for complete list.



Table 1
OAR 340-071-0220

MINIMUM SEPARATION DISTANCES

From Septic Tank and Other Treatment

From Sewage Disposal Area, Units, Effluent Sewer and Distribution

Items Requiring Setbacks Including Replacement Area

Units
1. Groundwater Supplies 100 50
2. Temporarily Abandoned Wells 100 50
3. Springs: : '
® Upgradient 15000- 28
® Downgradient
4. Surface Public Waters: * . .
® Year Round 10(.) 50.
50 50
® Seasonal
5. Intermittent Streams:
® Piped (watertight not less than 25' 20' 20'
from any part of the on-site system) 50 50
® Unpiped
6. Groundwater Interceptors: 20" 10'
® On aslope of 3% or less
® On slope greater than 3% 10' 5
O Upgradient 50" 10'
O Downgradient
7. Irrigation Canals: . .
® Lined (watertight canal) 25 25
® Unlined: . '
O Upgradient ég gg
O Downgradient
8. Cuts Manmade in Excess of 30 inches
(top of downslope cut):
® Which intersect layers that limit 50' 25'
effective soil depth within 48 inches of
surface
® Which do not intersect layers that limit 25' 10
effective soil depth
9. Escarpments:
® Which intersect layers that limit 50' 10
effective soil depth
® Which do not intersect layers that limit 25' 10
effective soil depth
10. Property Lines 10' 5'
11. Water Lines 10' 10
12. Foundation Lines of any Building, 10" 5

Including Garages and Out Buildings
13. Underground Utilities 10' -

*This does not prevent stream crossing of pressure effluent sewer.



